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Abstract 
Non-governmental organization refers to organizations that are neither a part of a 
government nor for-profit business, which has no power of government or sufficient 
financial resources. The continuous focus from media is a main power in 
non-governmental organization’s promotion in some social issues. Non-governmental 
organization is the core of civil society, whose media image reflects how media 
promotes civil society. Currently, there are few researches focusing on media image of 
non-governmental organizations among the academic world, especially for those 
promoting civil society by civil movements. 
The thesis studies the news reports about Citizen 1985 from China Times, 
Liberty Times and United Daily News and tries to figure out how these three 
newspapers constructs media image of non-governmental organizations in civil 
society with the method of content and text analysis. The paper is based on framework 
theories and semiotics, and the political, economic and cultural context, to analyze the 
differences of how these three newspapers build the media images and the factors 
contributing to the construction of media images. 
The media image of non-governmental organizations is reflected from three 
perspectives. In the first place, they speak for the weak as the defender of the weak. 
For the case of Hung Chung-chiu, the non-governmental organization not only helps 
to figure out the truth of Hung’s death but also promotes the revolution of military 
justice law to avoid the similar tragedy. Secondly, for government the 
non-governmental organizations act as a watchdog over governmental operation. 
Lastly, for civil society, it contributes to the promotion of civil society by obeying to 
the regulation and justice of civil society and providing more channels to involve 
citizens in participating in public domain.  
From the report content, framework, context symbol, pictures, resources and so 
on, three newspapers have more similarities in reporting non-governmental 
organizations. However, the most difference comes from the reasons to the civil 
movement after Hung’s case, which is influenced by different parties’ ideologies. The 
















The study tries to illustrate the media image of non-governmental organization 
by concentrating on one typical case, from which one could record the media features 
and society in certain time of Taiwan. 
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